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very high opinion of the Nuncio and he had already
decided that the first vacancy in an Italian Episcopacy
must go to Monsignor Ratti. A most opportune one was
at hand, the Archbishopric of Milan, where Cardinal
Ferrani was a very sick man, and where he died in
February, 1921,
That very day Pope Benedict announced that he wished
Monsignor Ratti to succeed. So finished a period in
Warsaw and throughout Silesia, Poland and the Baltic
States, which was to leave a lasting impression on the
future Pope. He had wandered up and down the country
and had met great numbers of the people. Friends of
mine tell me that they often would find him at railway
stations, or in the most out-of-the-way places, trying to
get warm over a brazier and waiting for a possible train
or means of conveyance,
On one occasion it looked as if the future Pope would
have to spend six hours in a waiting-room, but he was
eventually taken up to the nearest castle by a passing
fellow-diplomat, and there he discoursed with the greatest
interest on his feelings about Bolshevism.
When one remembers that while he was there he saw
the end of the German and Austrian Empires, the end of
all the social and religious life of Russia, that he watched
the advance of the Bolshevik army right up to the gates of
Warsaw; when one remembers that he took part in
helping compose the disputes over the Polish frontiers
arising out of the Versailles Treaty, and in, giving relief
provided by the Holy See for famine and for devastated
areas; when one remembers that he saw typhus and
cholera sweep from Russia across all that part of Central
Europe and nearly ruin the whole of Poland, one must